
LIGHTING 
Lighting is one of the most cost-effective deter-
rents to burglary. Indoor lighting gives the 
impression that a home is occupied. If you are 
going to be away from your home, consider using 
automatic timers to switch interior lights on and 
off at preset times. 

Outdoor lighting can eliminate hiding places. 
Install exterior lighting near porches, rear and 
side doorways, garage doors, and all other points 
of entry. Entryways to your home always should 
be well lighted. Place lights out of reach from 
the ground so the bulbs cannot be removed or 
broken.Aim some lights away from the house so 
you can see if anyone is approaching, or install 
motion- sensing lights, which turn on automatically 
as someone approaches. 

SHRUBS AND LANDSCAPING 
Your home’s walkways and landscaping should 
direct visitors to the main entrance and away from 
private areas.The landscaping should provide 
maximum visibility to and from your house.Trim 
shrubbery that could conceal criminal activity near 
doors and windows. Provide light on areas of 
dense shrubs and trees that could serve as hiding 
places. Cut back tree limbs that could help thieves 
climb into windows, and keep yard fencing low 
enough too avoid giving criminals places to hide. 
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